
Course Title Language in Society 
 

Course Code ENS663 
 

Course Type Elective 
 

Level Master (2nd Cycle) 
 

Year / Semester 2nd Year / 3rd Semester 
 

Teacher’s Name TBA 

ECTS 10 Lectures / 
week 

Up to 6 
teleconferences 
 

Laboratories / 
week 

N/A 

Course Purpose 
and Objectives 

The course aims at presenting the ever-changing and rapidly expanding 
relationship of languages and societies. It attempts an in-depth examination 
of the discipline of sociolinguistics by focusing on language in relation to social 
change, social relationship, culture and symbolic values.     

Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:  

• understand different frameworks for investigating the relation between 
linguistic variation and social factors;  

• describe characteristics of language variation; 
• examine the dynamic relationship between linguistic choices and the 

social factors (social class, gender, race, age, local context, social 
networks);  

• locate sociolinguistic events such as language-policy decisions and 
language-planning strategies, language maintenance, language shift, 
language change and language death and determine the underlying 
social, economic and political factors; 

• distinguish emerging sociolinguistic issues and examine debates on 
language issues and language attitudes;    

• design, administer and critically evaluate specific research  methods 
for investigating different topics in sociolinguistics; 

• implement sociolinguist research methods to produce research work of 
postgraduate level on a topic relating to Language in Society.   

 

Prerequisites ENS600 Co-requisites None 

Course Content The course presents an in-depth and up-to-date examination of 
sociolinguistics as a broad, vibrant and interdisciplinary field. It brings 
together different perspectives, fundamental concepts, the work of the most 
influential researchers as well as key-texts and new findings. Emphasis is 
placed on contemporary, interactional and critical research that reveal the 
latest debates in language in society.  

 
It explores multilingualism, diglossia and code-switching, language 
maintenance and shift and language death to examine the way different 



languages are employed in different multilingual settings. It investigates how 
grammatical, lexical and phonological differences enable us to systematically 
observe and describe linguistic variation. It studies the psychological aspect 
of sociolinguistics through the consideration of language attitudes, ideologies 
and stances in communities. The course also investigates the anthropological 
and cultural aspect of sociolinguistics by including research on the way 
language relates to culture and human interaction. Main analytical 
frameworks studied and applied include variationist sociolinguistics, linguistic 
anthropology, critical discourse analysis and conversation analysis. These 
frameworks are employed to investigate issues such as: language and 
education; communicative competence; language and gender; language and 
age; language and social class; language and social networks; language, 
ethnicity and culture; language and local roles; language in the media. Finally 
the course examines issues of language and symbolic values, attitudes to 
language, language as performance of identity, language and politics as well 
as language-policy and language-planning strategies.  

 

Teaching 
Methodology 

E-Learning 
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Assessment  
 Final Examination 50% 

Assignments/On-going evaluation 50% 

 100% 

Language 
 

English 

 


