
Course Title World Literature 

Course Code ENS620 

Course Type Compulsory 

Level Master (2nd Cycle) 

Year / Semester 1st Year / 1st Semester 

Teacher’s Name TBA 

ECTS 10 Lectures / week Up to 6 
teleconfer
ences 

Laboratories / 
week 

N/A 

 

Course Purpose 
and Objectives 

This course explores works from a variety of literary traditions in order to 
sharpen students’ understanding and appreciation of “world” writing.  Students 
study several major pieces of World Literature, understand how literature 
reflects the historical period and the culture that produced it, and develop a 
critical awareness of global issues in literature, while also gaining an 
understanding of their own position/location in the context of the politics of 
world literature. 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the course students will be able to: 
 

 Identify commonalities and divergences in 19th and 20th century 
world literature that would assist an informed and full assessment 
of their immediate literary and cultural milieu.  

 Apply theoretical knowledge onto cultural, social and historical 
debates within the field of world literature. 

 Apply key terminology used in world literature studies, including 
magic realism, transculturation, translation, universal value, 
diaspora, hybridity, and others 

 Analyze literary texts from a wider range of national and linguistic 
contexts and genres in discussions, critical responses, and in 
written form 

Prerequisites None Co-requisites None 

Course Content 
This course seeks to look beyond the boundaries of traditional courses in 
English Literature by enabling students to explore a wide and exciting range of 
texts. The module covers world literatures in English (e.g. Austen, Morrison, 
Selvon, Gordimer, Achebe) and also considers modern and contemporary 
world authors in translation (e.g. Kafka, Celan, Levi, Borowski). Focusing on 
nineteenth and twentieth century works, this course explores the varied artistic 
modes in which great writers have situated themselves in the world, helping us 
to understand the deep roots of today’s intertwined global cultures. The course 
considers how literature has evolved in different parts of the globe, examining 
how world literature has changed and how it has newly emerged as a powerful 
way of studying cultural globalization today. The literary works studied in this 



course offer compelling cases for exploring different cultural assumptions and 
modes of expression, as we encounter the world through the lens of 
representative works of literature from a variety of global contexts. Along with 
the study of a selection of literary texts from various world traditions and 
cultures, the course includes occasional forays into the visual arts in order to 
illustrate the aesthetic sensibility of a certain culture or artistic and literary 
movement. 
 

Teaching 
Methodology 

 
E-Learning 
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Assessment 
 

 Final Examination  50% 

Assignments/On-going evaluation 50% 

 100% 

Language English 

 


