
Course Title Action research in Early Childhood Education  

Course Code EDE615 

Course Type Compulsory  

Level Master (2nd Cycle) 

Year / Semester 1st/ 2nd  

Teacher’s Name TBA 

ECTS 10 Lectures / week 3 hours/14 
weeks 

Laboratories / 
week 

N/A 

Course Purpose 
and Objectives 

The basic aim of the course is to a) introduce students to the philosophical 
underpinning of qualitative educational research, b) examine and analyze the 
principles and techniques of action research in early childhood education, c) 
critically view different forms and dimensions of action research, and d)  
involve students in different phases of action research (design, 
implementation and evaluation of results). Emphasis will be given to the 
processes of data collection as well as analysis and reflective interpretation 
of data from educational praxis, with the aim of supporting student learning in 
a context that enhances creative and active learning and play, as defined in 
current literature.  

Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon succesful completion of this course students should be able to: 

 Analyze and draw on different theoretical, epistemological, 
philosophical and research perspectives and their empirical 
understanding of small children and their learning to revise, improve 
and develop their own theory on learning and practice.  

 Discuss issues of validity and research ethics in educational research.  

 Define action research and support its use as a form of educational 
research, professional development and development of curriculum 
for creative play and learning.   

 Describe the stages of action research and its basic characteristics.  

 Differentiate between action research and other forms of educational 
research (e.g. case study, design research) and among different types 
of action research.  

 Scientifically support their choices in relation to actions and 
methodologies they could design to investigate a problem and 
evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of these actions. 

 Become involved in processes of data collection, analysis and 
reflective interpretation of data from educational practice with the aim 
of supporting student learning in a context that enhances creative and 
active learning and play, as defined in current literature. 

Prerequisites None Co-requisites None 

Course Content Description:  

 Qualitative educational research: theoretical framework and design 
process 

 Qualitative data collection methods (interview with children, 
observation, video)  

 Validity and reliability in qualitative educational research  

 Ethics in research with children  

 Action research: Theoretical framework, basic characteristics, phases 

 Participatory action research   



 Action research as a means for professional development and 
learning for educators of small children  

 Action research as a means to develop a scientifically supported 
educational material for small children  

 Action research as methodology for Curriculum Development for 
Creative Learning and Play through Communities of Professional 
Learning  

 Data collection processes, processes for analysis and reflective 
interpretation of data from real learning environments; processes of  
problem definition and recognition of real needs of the educators in 
early childhood education  

 Action research and Complexity Theory 

 Reflective approaches in action research  

 Documentation on the basis of the Reggio Emilia approach and its 
implementation in the context of action research  

 Comparison of action research with other methodological approaches 
(e.g. case study, design research) 

Teaching 
Methodology 

Face to face  
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Assessment  

Exams  50% 

Assignments 40% 

Class Participation and 
Attendance 

10% 

 

Language English 
 

 


